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Archaeologists dig up the past on Interstate Route 78 in Warren County. (See story page 2.) 
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New construction turns up old treasures 


When motorists whiz along the last 
piece of I-78 in Warren County, few will 
guess that traces of human occupation 
in the area 2000 years ago were dis- 
covered there by archaeological teams 
from the DOT's Bureau of Environmental 
Analysis. 

Three archaeological sites which are 
eligible for inclusion on the National 
Register of Historic Places have been 
located within the work area: the Hamlin 
Site, an 18th-19th century farm complex, 
and two prehistoric Indian sites, the 
Homa Hillside and Oberly. 

These, along with eight other small 
prehistoric sites and a number of historic 
houses, form the Still Valley Prehistoric 
District as identified by BEA’s cultural 
resources Staff during a 1981 cultural re- 
sources survey of the four-mile-long I-78 
corridor. 

After a lengthy review process requir- 
ing participation by NJDOT, the New Jer- 
sey State Historical Preservation Office 
(NJSHPO), the Federal Highway Admin- 
istration (FHWA) and USDOT, Depart- 
ment archaeologists were able to con- 
duct further studies at the Homa Hillside 
and Oberly prehistoric sites this past 
June and July. 

Other archaeologists from Louis 
Berger and Associates Cultural Re- 
sources Group undertook studies of the 
Hamlin Farm site. 

Two historic houses, the Voorhees/ 
Shimer and Allshouse/Oberly houses, 
did not lie within the right-of-way once a 
final path for the construction was 


chosen and were not selected for further 
evaluation. 

The analysis of artifacts from the three 
sites under study has not yet been com- 
pleted. However, some tentative con- 
clusions have been drawn about the lives 
of the people who were occupying them 
by BEA and Berger staff analyzing the 
sites. 

Arrowheads found at the Oberly site 
suggest that the location was probably 
in use during the “late Woodland 
period,’ 350-950 AD, but it does not 
seem to have been a primary place of 
residence for the Indians. More than 
likely, they lived in lower-lying areas 
closer to the Delaware River or one of 
its tributaries and traveled in very 
small, possibly family, groups, to the 
upland Oberly site to gather food in 
late summer or early fall when nut- 
producing trees could be harvested 
and animals feeding in the area would 
have been abundant. 

Research at the Homa Hillside site 
suggests occupation as early as 350 BC 
with more numerous inhabitants later in 
the period. Careful hand-excavation of 
57 3’-by-3’ test units in a ten acre site 
produced over 500 artifacts including 
clay pottery fragments, a clay pipe bowl 
fragment, and a variety of stone tools 
and remnants. 

This site too was probably used as a 
campsite by small groups for their an- 
nual nut harvest with some hunting and 
other food gathering going on as well. 

“All we Know about these people is 


what we can infer from the study of their 
remains and the environment in which 
they lived and by making comparisons 
with other non-western cultures,” said 
Lauralee Rappleye-Marsett, Principal 
Environmental Specialist, Archaeology. 

“Biochemical analysis of organic resi- 
dues near the edges of the tools allows 
the identification of the genus and some- 
times even the species level of plants 
and animals which were being 
gathered,” she said. 


Except for several rock shelters, the 
Homa Hillside and Oberly sites are the 
first upland sites dating to the late Wood- 
land period to be excavated in New Jer- 
sey. 

Although quite different in character, 
the Hamlin historic farm site has also 
proven to be an important find. Rather 
than the small mid-19th century dwelling 
site anticipated by the 1981 studies, it 
now appears that the site is a quite com- 
plex archaeological find. Archival re- 
search indicates that at least three gen- 
erations of Hamlins, relatively prosper- 
ous gentleman farmers, lived on the 
property for 100 years or more. 

The property consisted of a large 
(50'x75') house (an original structure 
and three additions), a stone barn dating 
1780-1800, and possibly an earlier barn, 
well, cistern, and four additional out- 
buildings. There may also have been a 
windmill on the property. 

The artifacts associated with the orig- 
inal structure indicate it dates back to 


1780 with at least one of the additions 
made no later than 1810. Also associated 
with the house are two unusually deep 
basements on either side of the original 
structure, and two subterranean vaults, 
one of which may have served as either 
a cistern or cool storage chamber, with 
the other probably used for cold storage. 


One of the two basements has a ramp 
entrance which, taken in a historical con- 
text, may indicate that the early Hamlins 
were distilling grain and fruit raised on 
the property into liquor, rolling the bar- 
rels down the ramp into the basement for 
storage. 


The Hamlin farm site analysis will tell 
archaeologists about such things as 
socio-economic standing of the occu- 
pants, trade with other areas, lifestyles, 
and function of various areas within the 
site. 


“We already know that the Hamlin 
site is an atypical farm site,” Rappleye- 
Marsett said, ‘‘since it is comprised of 
unusually large structures occupied 
for nearly a century by what appears 
to be one of the prominent families of 
the area. They may even have been 
involved in trade with other large mar- 
ket centers—New York and/or Phila- 
delphia—as well as raising significant 
amounts of a variety of grains.” 

The complete story of the Hamlin farm 
awaits excavation of that part of the site 
which lies outside of the roadway which, 
for now, NUDOT has chosen to protect 
for the future. 


Department to launch recycling program 


Tons of discarded memos, notes, mis- 
cellaneous correspondence and data 
processing printouts will soon get a new 
life under a Department waste paper re- 
cycling program to get underway before 
the end of the year. 

The purpose of the program is 
twofold—to preserve natural resources 
and to recover some of the financial loss 
resulting from waste. 

It has been established that for every 
ton of office paper that is recycled, 17 
trees are saved. On top of that, recycling 
paper requires 60 percent less energy 
and 15 percent less water than paper 
manufactured from virgin pulp. 

The Department disposes of an esti- 
mated 32 million pieces of waste paper 
each year. 

Under the recycling program, instead 
of discarding high-grade waste paper in 
the familiar “round file,” employees will 
collect acceptable paper in individual file 
folders. 

What is acceptable paper? 

According to Michael Hanlon, coordi- 
nator of the program for the Bureau of 
Plant Engineering and Operation, ac- 
ceptable paper for recycling is white or 
yellow and non-slick. Colored paper is 
not acceptable nor is paper made with 
a clay or ammonia base. He emphasized 
that most paper used in offices, includ- 
ing data processing, would be accept- 
able. 

Collection folders will be issued to 
each employee for the recycling activity. 


Once the folder is full, the employee will 
empty its contents into a central recycl- 
ing barrel. 

Department maintenance forces will 
pick up the paper from the barrels and 
compress it in large cardboard cartons 
which hold approximately 400 pounds of 
paper. The high grade paper will then be 
sold to a paper vendor, earning the state 
additional revenues and reducing the 
amount of materials going to landfills. 

A staff person in every office will be 
assigned to monitor the program and ex- 
plain how it works. 

Office monitors will attend an orien- 
tation program sponsored by the Office 
of Recycling, New Jersey Department of 
Energy. DOT’s program is being con- 
ducted in cooperation with the Office of 
Recycling. 

The first phase of the program will in- 
clude only Trenton employees in the 
Headquarters Building. The second 
phase will include the Annex and then 
the new Annex Il. 

The Department's recycling effort 
complies with Governor Kean’s 1983 Ex- 
ecutive Order which requires state agen- 
cies to institute waste paper recycling. 

A similar program was started in the 
Labor and Industry building in Septem- 
ber 1981. Since the start of the program, 
a total of 220 tons of high-grade office 
paper has been collected and recycled, 
earning the state more than $13,000. 

The program will get underway as 
soon as the collection barrels arrive from 


Chuck Grabowski, Charles Meyers and Dick Fierabend sort 6 months of accumulated 
paper which can be recycled. Missing from the photo is Bill O'Dowd who is coordinator 
of the recycling program in Administrative Systems. 


the Department of Energy, Hanlon said. 

“We even have people calling now with 
paper they've collected,” he said. 

One of the first units to get their recycl- 
ing program going was the Bureau of 
Administrative Services. 

Chuck Grabowski, Supervising, Man- 


agement and Operations Analyst, re- 
ports that the Bureau has been collecting 
waste paper for several months in antici- 
pation of the start of the program. 


“We have seven full cartons, all sorted 
and ready to go,” he said. 


Project Engineer, Tony Scharle and Head Drafting Technician, Richard Simmons, both 
of Surface Design, try out a sample work station which is being considered for 
installation in the new annex. 


Employees test new furniture 


Ten DOT employees recently got a 
chance to try out and register their 
opinions of office furniture from six dif- 
ferent manufacturers before one is 
selected to furnish 1100 units in the new 
Headquarters Annex currently under 
construction. Annex Il is scheduled for 
occupany in late Spring 1986. 


The employee reaction to the state-of- 
the-art, modular design work space has 
been enthusiastic, according to Ray- 
mond C. Colanduoni, Director of Em- 
ployee Services. “The people I've talked 
to almost don’t believe the high quality 
of the surroundings they will be working 
in; itis a big step forward for the state,” 
he said. 


The maroon, grey or blue wool-cov- 
ered fiberglass and aluminum units are 
65" high and 30” wide, and constructed 
to absorb excess noise. 


There will be 750 stations for pro- 
fessional, technical and clerical em- 
ployees, 100 specially designated for 
project engineers and 250 for draftsmen. 
Each of the seven floors will average 200 
work stations and four enclosed offices. 
The theme color will alternate on each 
floor. 


The units are sturdy, but easy to put 
together. ‘It took five people five hours 
to put up six work stations from scratch,” 
said Colanduoni. “This means we could 
do 20 work stations in a night.” 


In addition, each station is able to con- 
vert from one type to another without 
much difficulty. 


The floor will be covered with re- 
movable carpet squares so that, if one 
gets soiled, that square can be removed 
and replaced with another one. 
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1. April Suiter 2. Kathleen Schuld and George Keller in the Somerville office on Route 
206 3. Dispatcher Karen Hartle 4. Worth Cunningham and Amanda Rush conferring 
on an assignment 5. Al Beiber, Stan Sikorski and John Licko looking over plans 6. 
Everett Henderson and Joe Hughes fixing the mixer for one of the paint trucks 7. 
Ann Gural, Julia Reilly and Linda Tredway 8. Lorraine Little 9. Randy Gritzan, Lisa 
Ninesling, Andrew Maevsky and Mike Adams preparing final plans for the Alpha 


Focus on Region | 


project 10. Andrew Straut, Jack Nebesky 11. Ron Sperry and Sylvester “Sill” Slicker 
putting the axle on a mobile groomer 12. & 13. Contractors installing pipes and 
building curbs along Route 10 14. Noise barriers along !-287 in Morris County 15. 
New guiderails along Ryans Road in Warren County 16. Contractors building curbs 
along Route 10 17. George Seyfarth 18. Noise barriers along |-287 in Morris County 


19. Route 206 20. Route 80 217. Noise barriers in Morris County. 
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Kean monitors Gloria’s progress 


Governor Thomas H. Kean traces the path of Hurricane Gloria as Guy LoBue and 
Martin Potash staff the DOT table (insert) at the State Police Emergency Management 
Center in Ewing which coordinated activities during the storm. 


PAR replaces EPEIS to rate job performance 


People who began to work for the state 
in the month of September (anniversary 
date) were the first employees using the 
new Performance Assessment Review 
(PAR). 

PAR, which replaced the Employee 
Performance Evaluation and Improve- 
ment System (EPEIS) on July 1, is 
another result of the Governor's Man- 
agement Improvement Program. 

“It's designed to be more flexible and 
objective and to encourage dialogue be- 
tween supervisors and workers,” said 
Doreen Plummer, one of the Training 
Bureau staffers who has been introduc- 
ing the new system to DOT supervisors. 

The PAR system was created to de- 
velop worker skills, identify and 
eliminate job-related performance prob- 
lems early, improve morale and provide 
a fair and objective basis for rewarding 
employee performance. 

Besides the new paperwork format, 
one of the main differences between 
PAR and EPEIS is the extension of the 
former three rating levels to five. Signifi- 
cantly Above Standard, Moderately 


Above Standard, Standard, Marginally 
Below Standard and Significantly Below 
Standard have replaced Outstanding, 
Satisfactory and Unsatisfactory. 

While only the last rating warrants the 
withholding of the annual increment, the 
supervisor must design an improvement 
plan for the last two. 

On the other hand, Standard and high- 
er ratings can be the basis for additional 
consideration when there are ties on 
promotional examinations. 

For more information on PAR, em- 
ployees may call the Training Bureau at 
609-292-5512. 


Deadline for November 
Transporter 


October 25 
Send in your 
“Good News” form! 
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Frank Schroeder is perhaps the 
DOTer most known by New Jersey 
police. 

DOTers know him primarily through 
his role on the Suggestion Awards Com- 
mittee which he chaired for three years. 

Schroeder, who retired as assistant 
chief of the Bureau of Accident Records 
on October 1, figures that since 1954 he 
has trained more than 13,000 New Jer- 
sey police officers in Title 39 of the Motor 
Vehicle Law, the proper recording of traf- 
fic accidents. Schroeder said that his 
presentation also included how to detect 
potential hazards and communicate 
them to the correct Transportation De- 
partment office. 

The recent retiree served for a decade 
on the International Traffic Records 
Committee's Executive Board during 


Steven Niatas, Supervisor in the Bu- 
reau of Training and Employee Services, 
who helped thousands of DOTers with 
one of the great transitions of their life- 
times through retirement counselling, re- 
tired himself on September 1, as did his 
wife, Angela, who worked in Fernwood’s 
Equipment Bureau. 


Zabel D. Davis, Principal Draft Tech- 
nician (Design), 35 years; William G. 
Bethke, Yard Foreman, (Construction & 


Maintenance), 34 years; Robert B. 
Carslake, Foreman, (Construction & 
Maintenance), 30 years; Edison P. 


Aloisi, Assistant Foreman, (Construction 
& Maintenance), 25 years; Alvin H. 
Mathis, Bridge Operator, (Construction 
& Maintenance), 25 years; John P. 
Schumacher, Foreman, (Landscape), 21 
years; Fred A. Faszewski, Permit In- 
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which time he assisted in the design of 
the manual of accident classifications. 

In the year and a half prior to his retire- 
ment, Schroeder trained county and mu- 
nicipal engineers and road supervisors 
in 14 counties, a job he said he enjoyed 
immensely. 

“Sometimes these officials don’t re- 
alize that if they don’t set up a detour 
correctly, they may be liable for legal ac- 
tion,” he said. 

Schroeder's wife, Anne, also retired 
October 1. Together they will visit their 
daughter and her family who run a dairy 
farm in lowa. “Schroeder is a big name 
out there,” he said, “even the biggest 
bank in town. | don’t have to provide 
identification.” 

He also has a son, William, who is an 
attorney in Pennsylvania. 

The former DOTer also looks forward 
to continuing what had been an avoca- 
tion, stage lighting. He’s a veteran of ten 
years at Garden State Arts Center where 
he has put the spotlight on famous faces 
and done television commercials. He 
also works at Princeton's McCarter 
Theatre. 

Or, echoing a sentiment heard from 
other new retirees, maybe he'll think 
about it—and his other possible proj- 
ects—just a little while longer. 


Niatas and his wife were feted at 
luncheons given by their respective co- 
workers. 

He wrote the Department's Pre-Retire- 
ment Training Program 14 years ago in 
which 6,000 DOT and other state agency 
employees participated. This work was 
in addition to other Bureau respon- 
sibilities. 

During his 23 years with the Depart- 
ment, Niatas also worked as a recruiter 
and hearing officer. 

Based on his experiences, Niatas has 
formed his own company, Greater Life 
Workshops Limited, in Princeton. 

He told his friends that he welcomes 
the extra time for the poetry and fiction 
writing that he had begun to do in the last 
few years. 


spector II, (Construction & Maintenance), 
14 years; Augustus S. Vincent, Fore- 
man, (Construction & Maintenance), 11 
years; Paul C. Wilkins, Machinist, (Con- 
struction & Maintenance), 11 years; Ed- 
ward W. Egan, Supervising Manage- 
ment & Operation Analyst, (Financial 
Planning), 10 years; Elouise Perry, 
Senior Clerk Transcriber, (Construction 
& Maintenance), 9 years; Aurelio G. 
Brunetti, Maintenance Worker |, (Con- 
struction & Maintenance), 6 years. 


Answers to last month’s moment in history 


Last month the Transporter featured a 
photograph which we could only identify 
as “R6-S 10sta. 8+75 Looking East.” 
Arthur English, Bureau of Maintenance, 
sent us the photograph below showing 
the town of Quinton in Salem County as 
it looks today. Route 6 is now known as 
Route 49. He tells us that a major fire 
destroyed many of the buildings shown 
in our photograph which was probably 
taken in the early 1920's. 

Walter L. Sharpe, Right of Way, also 
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correctly identified the photograph, 
sending us a copy of an old plan sheet 
showing the town and James Loughery, 
Region IV Design, also submitted the 
correct answer. 

James E. Wallace, Region II Mainte- 
nance, identified the vehicle in the 
photograph as a 1925 or 1926 Model T 
Ford delivery truck. 


. 


Route 49, Quinton, N.J. 


Obituary 


Valentine J. Bielak, 70, who retired 
from the Soils Division in 1971 after 25 


years of service, died earlier this year. 
The Trenton resident is survived by his 
wife, Marie, two sons, a daughter and 
three step sons. Mrs. Bielak wishes to 
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LAB RAIDERS: Top: Jose Padilla, Alf Mendola, Jim Messinger, Jim Cochran, Scott 
Seabridge; Middle: Gabe Santitore, Keith Ewers, Warren Wentzel Jr., Al Margerum, 
Ralph Gray; Bottom: Nick Dogias, Bill Wentzel, Warren Wentzel Sr., Fred Lovett, Mike 
Ribavaro. Mark Gagnon, Mike McDonald and Terry Woolverton were absent when 
photo was taken. (Photo by Ted Kiselewicz) 


Lab Raiders down Polutus 


The Lab Raiders (Materials Bureau) 
won their third consecutive playoff 
championship by defeating the Polutus 
(Environmental Analysis) team on Sep- 


tember 5 in the NJDOT Softball League. 
Top hitter in the playoff games was 
Fred Lovett, who batted a neat 583. 


Harry Yaede wins Local Aid Classic 


Harry Yeade (Design) was the low 
gross winner in the 10th annual Local Aid 
Invitational Golf Classic held September 
9 at the Copper Hill Country Club in 
Flemington. 


Al Frassinelli was the low net leader. 
Tom Fisher was runner-up to Yaede and 
John Glen was second to Frassinelli. 


Closest to the pin winners were Bob 
Goslin (Local Aid) and Ed Baker (Local 
Aid). 

A total of 116 golfers participated in 
the shot gun golf tourney, which was fol- 
lowed by a banquet. Proceeds from the 
event are donated to the Mercer County 
Professional Engineers Scholarship 
Fund. 


Briefs 


Congratulations to A. Philip Smith, 
principal engineer, mechanical (Equip- 
ment) for passing his Professional Engi- 
neer Licensing exam. 
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Kathy Brown, Senior Audit Account 
Clerk, Bureau of Maintenance, needs ex- 
perienced women softball players, at 
least 18 years old, to join a new Mercer 
County Women’s Slo-Pitch “B" league 
team sponsored by CWA Local 1032. 
Call her at 984-3754 for further infor- 
mation. 
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Anne Leone, Senior Accident Record 
Clerk, was honored recently as the 
outstanding female athlete in the Ewing 
Township Senior Citizens Olympics. 
Anne competed in a field of 92 entrants 
in a variety of events. 


wk 


Pete Radice and Dominic Botteri, 
both from the Ridesharing office on 
Franklin Corner Road, took top honors 
at the Doubles Quoit Tournament held at 
the Commissioner's picnic in August. 
Placing second among the 16 teams 
were Howard Immordinol (Budget Bu- 
reau) and Dennis Keck (Highway Ser- 
vices). 
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John Stefane, Auditor Il, was recently 
installed as the Mercer County Com- 
mander of the American Legion. Stefane 


thank the many DOTers who sent 
messages of condolence. 


Eugene J. Kirby, 61, of Howell, died 
August 20 in the Freehold Area Hospital. 
He had been a truck driver for the DOT 
for 27 years before his retirement in 
1981. Kirby is survived by his wife, the 
former Barbara Kostelnick, a son, a 


is a member of American Legion Post 
#314, Ewing Township. 
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Valerie Holman, Personne! Assistant 
Il (Employee Relations), and her hus- 
band, Louis, became the proud parents 
of a daughter, Whitney Chanele, Sep- 
tember 1. 


wk 


Clare McLain of Personnel has taken 
over the retirement counselling duties 
formerly done by the recently retired 
Steven Niatas. She can be reached at 
609-292-6518. 


xk 


Representatives from DOT's Public 
Affairs/Publications and Highway Ser- 
vices staffs attended a special dinner at 
the Manor in East Orange last month to 
receive the Northern New Jersey 
Chapter of the American Society of Pub- 
lic Administration's Excellence in Gov- 
ernment Award for the “outstanding pub- 
lic relations effort” made by the Depart- 
ment in publicizing the rehabilitation of 
six bridges on |-287 in Middlesex Coun- 
ty. Governor Thomas H. Kean presented 
the plaque and certificate. 


wk 


Tom Jennings, Foreman, Crew #433, 
Region IV, extends his thanks to the men 
from various crews throughout the Re- 
gion who assisted with the shoulder re- 
construction project on Routes 70 and 72 
in August and September, with special 
thanks to his own crew for a job well 
done. 


daughter and two brothers. 


Roger Anderson, Chief, Survey Crew, 
was struck and killed while working at 
milepost 52 on Route 295 in Bordentown. 
The 48-year-old Air Force veteran, 
joined the department in 1961 as an En- 
gineering Aide and became Crew Chief 
in 1971. 
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Can you identify this moment in history? 


In past issues we have asked our readers to identify completed projects. Here 
is a construction scene that you may find challenging. If you can identify the route 
and location shown, please send your answer in writing to the Transporter before 
October 25. There is no prize but we will print the names of all those who submit 
correct answers. 

Please see page 4 for answers to last month’s Moment in History. 
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Coming soon: DOT’S 
Recycling Campaign. 
See Page 2 ; 


